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Summary: The Concerned Students of Middlebury make a formal statement that supports the requests of 

Middlebury Cops Off Campus and the Open the Book Campaigns movements to pursue institutional dialogue with 

the goal of leading to change in how the College operates. Additionally, we recommend that the Middlebury 

College Community Council and Student Government Association fully support the initiatives as they were 

originally received and work with organizers to ensure the execution of their goals. We would like to ca Il for a town 
hall meeting, led by community organizers at Middlebury to properly engage in a conversation regarding campus 
activism, its benefits, the pitfalls faced by organizers, and ways to move forward. Finally, we call for a clear and 
streamlined pro cess to be created that outlines the process of pursuing dialogue with institutional bodies such as 

the Student Government Association and Community Council that leads to action. 


CSM Resolution 2: Resolution Supporting Grassroots Campus Movements and T heir Diligent 
Processing 
Authors: Myles Maxie, Chloe Fleischer 


Please allow consideration to be given to the following regarding the Cops off Campus movement: 


l. Beginning in the summer of 2020, there was and continues to be a strong national impetus 
calling for reconsidering the way communities interact with their agencies charged with 
enforcing community standards. [1] This call has led to several reconsiderations in local 
communities on how law enforcement should operate within their communities. As a college 
campus, our enforcement of community standards largely falls upon Public Safety. 


ll. Given this national call, over the summer a group of students formed a task force titled 
Middlebury Cops Off Campus with the aim of coming together as a community to reimagine the 
role of public safety and community safety. 


lll. In response to this campaign, student organizers faced challenges with low engagement and a 
lack of responsive feedback from institutional bodies over the course of several months. 


IV. Cops off Campus received support from 980 students, faculty, staff, and alum as wellas 37 
campus organizations. There were also 93 testimonials which indicated student engagement with 
the platform and ideas being represented. 


Please allow consideration to be given to the following regarding the Open the Books Campaign: 


l. The current financial transparency that Middlebury offers [1] is not all-encompassing and does 
not provide a sufficient level of transparency to allcommunity members. 


ll. There exists a coalition of students, staff, and faculty, herein referenced as the Middlebury Open 
the Books campaign, who are requesting additional transparency from the College in fully 
demystifying the spending of the college. 


lll. This is not a unique request and such movements have been successful in other institutions of 
similar repute as Middlebury such as Carnegie Mellon in 2002. [2] 


IV. This request allows community members to be aware of: 

e The types of monies being endowed to the school, both restricted and and non-restricted 
Bl 

e The ways in which these monies are being allocated, especially with regard to payscale 
information (increased wage transparency). 

e The specific ways in which the endowment has risen, stagnated, or receded based on 
specific investments. 

o Asa result of this transparency, this would also allow for more informed decisions 
on donations, and what particular funds to donate into. 


Given the aforementioned, it is resolved by the Concerned Students of Middlebury that: 


I. We encourage students, staff, faculty, and alumnito consider the above and: 
A. Join us in advocating for institutional recognition and active engagement with the 
Middlebury Cops Off Campus movement 
B. Read the information regarding the Open the Books campaign and consider signing their 
petition [4]. 


ll. © The Middlebury College Community Council: 


A. 


Move immediately to schedule a meeting with Middlebury Cops off Campus and discuss 
ways to move forward in the representation of thei ideas, as presented by the original 
organizers, to other College bodies. In this meeting, a timeline should also be produced 
that explicates how the Middlebury Cops Off Campus movement will continue in the 
coming months and years. 


Move immediately to schedule a meeting with the Middlebury Open the Books campaign 
and discuss ways to move forward in the representation of their ideas, as presented by 
the original organizers, to other College bodies. In this meeting, a timeline should also be 
produced that explicates how the Middlebury Open the Books campaign will continue in 
the coming months and years. 


Il. The SGA look for ways to, as an institutional body, support the cause ofthe Middlebury Cops Off 
Campus and Open the Books campaigns through: 


A. 


Legislative means ofa resolution that dictates their support of this cause and establishes it 
in the official campus record. 

Increasing pressure on the administration to see the goals ofthe organizers[4|[5]come to 
fruition, as they are neither unprecedented nor unreasonable. 


IV. There be a town hall event, run by students involved in activism and open for all community 


members to attend. to address the following: 


A. 


C. 


The experience ofbeing involved in student activism/ grassroots movements at 
Middle bury 

The road-blocks encountered including intentional or unintentional gatekeeping by 
college bodies (both student and non-student run) 

Ways in which activism can look at Middlebury moving forward 


V. Clear guidelines be provided by institutional bodies including but not limited to the SGA and 


Community Council on how community activism is engaged with including: 


A. 


Cordially, 


Guidelines for the endorsement of movements 
i. There needs to be a clearly outlined and defined process by which movements 

gain endorsement from each respective body. This helps to ensure there is a sense 
of fairness in how individual movements are considered, even between years. 
Indicators may include: 

a) Student-body, campus community engagement with said idea 

b) Strength of argument 

c) Alignment with campus community 


Guidelines forthe process ofrepresenting movements to other College bodies 
i. There must be a standard forhow movements are represented to the College. 
Institutional bodies exist to serve the needs of the constituency they represent. It is 
imperative that community movements are represented as they exist, not as 
institutional bodies would imagine. Collaboration is appropriate but should be left 
to the discretion of the creators ofa movement 


The Concerned Students of Middlebury 


